Drug information pharmacists at health-care facilities, universities, and pharmaceutical companies.
A national survey was conducted to provide a profile of drug information pharmacists. Questionnaires were mailed to 436 drug information pharmacists whose names were obtained from directors of drug information centers (DICs) at health-care facilities, universities, and pharmaceutical companies. The net response rate was 64% (278 usable replies). Most respondents were 30 to 39 years of age and had practiced in drug information for four years or less. There were equal numbers of male and female respondents. More than half had a doctor of pharmacy (Pharm.D.) degree, and about half had completed a postgraduate residency or fellowship. Respondents with a Pharm.D. degree or postgraduate training reported a more favorable professional outcome, including position, income, and job satisfaction. Respondents reported a high level of professional involvement, including faculty appointment, publishing, and professional membership. Common reasons cited for choosing a career in drug information were an opportunity to continually learn, job satisfaction, and regular work hours. More than 70% of respondents were either very satisfied or extremely satisfied with their current job position. The most frequently reported income range was $40,000-44,999; distribution of income differed significantly among geographic regions. Drug information pharmacists report a high level of job satisfaction and involvement in professional activities; they often have completed advanced pharmacy education or postgraduate training.